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where, recording a conversation at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, in April,   1778,  he  supplies   some further  particulars. "His 'Vicar of Wakefield,"' said Johnson, "I myself did not think would have had much success.    It was written and sold to a bookseller before his ' Traveller'; but published after; so little expectation had the bookseller from it.   Had it been sold after ' The Traveller,' he might have had twice as much money for it, though sixty guineas was no mean price."    Here, it will be observed, Johnson  says   "guineas" instead  of  "pounds."    But "pounds" and "guineas," as Croker points out in one of his notes, were then convertible terms.  The same story, or rather a story having for its central features Goldsmith's need, Johnson's aid, and the consequent sale of a manuscript, is told with variations by other writers.     Mrs. Piozzi, for example,  in her  "Anecdotes of Johnson,"' 1786, makes him leave her house to go to Goldsmith's assistance ; but upon the question of the price, she only says that he brought back " some immediate relief."    It-is now known, however, that she did not make Johnson's acquaintance until January, 1765, and, looking to the express statement by Johnson that the " Vicar" was sold before the publication of " The Traveller " in December, 1764, is obviously at fault in- one material point of her story.    Hawkins, again, in his "Life of Johnson," 1787, gives a jumbled version, which places the occurrence at Canonbury House, makes the bookseller Newbery, and the amount forty pounds.  Lastly Cumberland, writing his garrulous Memoirs in  1807,   gives the incident as  (he alleges) he had heard Dr. Johnson relate it "with infinite humour."   In this account the publisher is Dodsley; the